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1 Have you experienced ANY of the following (A to F) within the past six months?

A A diagnosis of/treatment for 
heart disease or stroke, or pain/
discomfort/pressure in your 
chest during activities of daily 
living or during physical activity?

Physical activity is likely to be beneficial. If you have been treated for heart 
disease but have not completed a cardiac rehabilitation program within the 
past 6 months, consult a doctor – a supervised cardiac rehabilitation program 
is strongly recommended. If you are resuming physical activity after more than 
6 months of inactivity, begin slowly with light- to moderate-intensity physical 
activity. If you have pain/discomfort/pressure in your chest and it is new for you, 
talk to a doctor. Describe the symptom and what activities bring it on.

B A diagnosis of/treatment  
for high blood pressure 
(BP), or a resting BP of 
160/90 mmHg or higher?

Physical activity is likely to be beneficial if you have been diagnosed and treated for 
high blood pressure (BP). If you are unsure of your resting BP, consult a health care 
provider or a Qualified Exercise Professional (QEP) to have it measured. If you are 
taking BP medication and your BP is under good control, regular physical activity 
is recommended as it may help to lower your BP. Your doctor should be aware of 
your physical activity level so your medication needs can be monitored. If your BP 
is 160/90 or higher, you should receive medical clearance and consult a QEP about 
safe and appropriate physical activity.

C Dizziness or lightheadedness 
during physical activity

There are several possible reasons for feeling this way and many are not 
worrisome. Before becoming more active, consult a health care provider to 
identify reasons and minimize risk. Until then, refrain from increasing the intensity 
of your physical activity.

D Shortness of breath at rest If you have asthma and this is relieved with medication, light to moderate 
physical activity is safe. If your shortness of breath is not relieved with medication, 
consult a doctor.

E Loss of consciousness/
fainting for any reason

Before becoming more active, consult a doctor to identify reasons and 
minimize risk. Once you are medically cleared, consult a Qualified Exercise 
Professional (QEP) about types of physical activity suitable for your condition.

F Concussion A concussion is an injury to the brain that requires time to recover. Increasing 
physical activity while still experiencing symptoms may worsen your symptoms, 
lengthen your recovery, and increase your risk for another concussion. A health 
care provider will let you know when you can start becoming more physically 
active, and a Qualified Exercise Professional (QEP) can help get you started.

Use this reference document if you answered YES to any question and you have not consulted a 
health care provider or Qualified Exercise Professional (QEP) about becoming more physically active.
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2 Do you currently have pain or swelling in any part of your body (such as 
from an injury, acute flare-up of arthritis, or back pain) that affects your 
ability to be physically active?

If this swelling or pain is new, consult a health care provider. Otherwise, keep joints healthy and reduce pain by moving 
your joints slowly and gently through the entire pain-free range of motion. If you have hip, knee or ankle pain, choose 
low-impact activities such as swimming or cycling. As the pain subsides, gradually resume your normal physical activities 
starting at a level lower than before the flare-up. Consult a Qualified Exercise Professional (QEP) in follow-up to help you 
become more active and prevent or minimize future pain.

3 Has a health care provider told you that you should avoid or modify certain 
types of physical activity?

Listen to the advice of your health care provider. A Qualified Exercise Professional (QEP) will ask you about any 
considerations and provide specific advice for physical activity that is safe and that takes your lifestyle and health 
care provider’s advice into account.

4 Do you have any other medical or physical condition 
(such as diabetes, cancer, osteoporosis, asthma, spinal cord injury) 
that may affect your ability to be physically active?

Some people may worry if they have a medical or physical condition that physical activity might be unsafe. In fact,  
regular physical activity can help to manage and improve many conditions. Physical activity can also reduce the risk  
of complications. A Qualified Exercise Professional (QEP) can help with specific advice for physical activity that is safe 
and that takes your medical history and lifestyle into account.

csep.ca/certifications

CSEP Certified members can help you 
with your physical activity goals.

csep.ca/guidelines

Canadian 24-Hour Movement Guidelines 

for all ages.

WA N T  A D D I T I O N A L  I N F O R M AT I O N  O N 
B E C O M I N G  M O R E  P H Y S I C A L LY  A C T I V E ? 
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